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This volume contains sixteen pieces by Annie Besant, who was
clearly the most level-headed, well-informed, and skillful author of the second
generation of Theosophical authorities. The compiler, Kurt Leland, puts the
pieces into four general categories: “Occultism Light and Dark,” “Higher Life
Training,” “Investigation of Different Worlds,” and “Science of the
Superphysical.” Leland’s extended introduction (pp. 1-19) is well-worth
reading, and his Besant chronology, tracing her life from 1847 to 1933, is a
useful record. The book ends with a highly useful set of notes (pp. 273-368),
followed by a list of sources Leland used, a bibliography of works cited, and an
index. As a historical collection, one could ask for little more.



