(1561-1626). Both were interested in the newly developing sciences and
contributed to philosophy of science as well as to other fields. In fact, all of the
major Rationalists — Descartes, Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677), Gottfried
Leibniz (1646-1716) — were scientists and mathematicians as well as
philosophers. A departure from Rationalism began in England with the
Empiricists: Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), John Locke (1632-1704), George
Berkeley (1685-1753), and David Hume (1711-1776). It was the German
philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) who sought to reconcile the two
approaches. His successor, Georg Hegel (1770-1831), developed philosophy
in a dialectic, transcendental idealistic direction, which influenced Karl Marx’s
Dialectical Materialism, and continues to influence Continental philosophers of
the 20th century (in @ movement called Phenomenology), just as Empiricism
continues to dominate Anglo-American philosophy. German Romanticism,
associated with Johann Fichte (1762-1814), Gotthold Lessing (1729-1781),
Friedrich Schelling (1775-1854), and Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), had
some influence on American Transcendentalists, such as Ralph W. Emerson
(1803-1882) and Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862). But another American
development, which proved more influential, was Pragmatism. It is associated
with C. S. Peirce (1839-1914), William James (1842-1910), and John Dewey
(1859-1952); some would classify the French philosopher Henri Bergson
(1859-1941) in that category as well.

Scientific approaches to an understanding of the world gave rise to
materialism among the French Encyclopedists, such as Denis Diderot (1713-
1784) and Jean-le-Rond d’Alembert (17177-1783). But it was Charles Darwin
(1809-1882) who strengthened the movement with his attempt to explain the
evolution of life by purely material means and chance mutations. This found its
sociological application in Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) and its philosophic
development in the positivist movement of August Comte (1798-1857) and
Ernst Mach (1838-1916). These, combined with logical developments of
Gottlob Frege (1848-1925), Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), and others, gave
rise to Logical Positivism in the Vienna Circle (M. Schlick, F. Waismann, O.
Neurath, R. Carnap, H. Feigl, K. Godel, etc.). They, in turn, influenced British
philosophers such as Gilbert Ryle and A. J. Ayer and German philosophers
such as H. Reichenbach, C. Hempel, and K. R. Popper. They also had a
profound impact on American philosophy when many of them emigrated to the



