These Dreaming tracks, also referred to as songlines, strings or paths
may also be the routes for extensive exchange, trade and marriage links
between groups. Secular activities thus become inextricably interwoven with
spiritual connections, and links through ancient Dreamings validate
contemporary alliances.

Ceremonial life. The ancestral heroes not only laid down the physical
features and boundaries which identify and separate groups from one another,
they also instituted various rules of behavior and belief systems validated and
exemplified by their own ancestral feats and journeys. It is these codes which
are handed down during initiation ceremonies performed at specific sites
identified with the movements of the ancestral beings. These major
ceremonies are commonly referred to as going through the Law and often
entail a strict separation of the genders, each undergoing their own “men’s or
women’s business.” The ceremonial sites have variously been called secret,
sacred, secret/sacred or ceremoniously charged, depending on the degree of
exclusivity which applies to them and their associated ritual ceremonies. Since
Dreaming stories may pertain or belong to women as much as they do to men,
some sites and/or ceremonies are exclusive to men, others to women, and yet



