body of knowledge. Very few have managed to retain the social fabric to
support access to ancient bodies of knowledge. However, strategies have
been put in place or are being devised to ensure cultural transmission of
knowledge and ritual enforcement through tapping into the wisdom of those
groups which have been less affected by the inroads of the European
invasion.

The Dreaming. The holistic world view which is the trademark of
indigenous Australian spirituality finds its root in the concept of The Dreaming.
Various terms have been applied at different times to this fundamental concept
which has a vernacular expression in every cultural group, with shades in
meaning and application. Among well-known vernacular terms for The
Dreaming are tjukurrpa for the Pitjantjatjara/nangu whose country includes
Uluru, alcheringa for the Arrernte to the immediate east of the Pitjantjatjara,
muda for the Adnyamathanha of the Flinders Ranges of South Australia.

European missionaries and anthropologists dealing with this concept
have variously and interchangeably used the terms Dreaming and Dreamtime,
both of which are liable to misinterpretation; the first in its obvious and
superficial link with the physical act of dreaming though it must be



