period, long after the unification of Egypt. Shu is very complex and so far no
Egyptologist has fathomed out his nature. One sentence is quite clear: “l am
he ... who transmits the word of the Self-generated demiurge to the crowds
(Coffin Text 324a)” showing that the status of “transmitter of the Word” has
now passed to Shu, while Re as Atum-Re remained the Presiding Deity. As
agent of creation the Double-Lion becomes agent of resurrection, assimilated
to the two pylons that guard the entrance to Egyptian temples where occurs
the daily resurrection of Re.

But it is in his consort Tefnut, the lioness headed on whom HPB is
silent, that the greatest mystery is concealed — the formidable cosmic power
known to the Hindus as shakti kundalini. The epithet wps$ (in its feminine form
wp$t) signifying flame is frequently applied to Tefnut, goddess of flame. In the
temple of Philae Tefnut is depicted as a uraeus with the head of a lion on top
of which sits the solar disc flanked by the horns of Hathor. Strange but highly
significant combination of occult symbols, it has never been fathomed, for it
reveals while concealing Tefnut's secret nature. Note that the uraeus is the
Eye of Re which he sends among humans as avenging destructress in the
legend of the near destruction of mankind. Tefnut represents the
transformative, purifying but also destructive power of the great universal
energy that underlies earth and human beings, that energy also embodied in
Hathor, the “House of Horus,” the beneficent Hathor that suckles the pharaoh
but is also capable of destruction, and in Sekhmet, the lioness headed
goddess of war and of medicine. If we recall that (a) it is only when the
kundalini-shakti becomes activated in a purified body and is raised through the
various centers of power or chakras, destroying all impurities, to the highest
chakra that cosmic vision is granted, and that (b) the human eye is the most
occult of our senses, then the legend of Re’s Eye that sees and knows all and
can destroy all, and the equation Eye-Uraeus-Flame may vyield their esoteric
significance. To these three symbols, plus the horns of Hathor in the temple of
Philae iconography, are added the lion and the solar disc which bespeak
power and cosmic rulership, the universal shakti power. The rajas quality of the
lion implies activity, passion, rage; it stirs the static quality of matter towards a
full expression of its potentiality. Esoterically, the solar lion is linked to the
zodiacal sign of Leo, a tremendous powerful link which, so far as human
beings are concerned, signifies self-assertiveness working towards self-



