creativity, whose manifestation heralds life, light, substance, consciousness,
whose ‘becomings’ are symbolized by the scarab — khepri — to be fully
expressed in the Solar Deity Re.

The Waters of Space were to be described in the Coffin Texts as “In
the infinite, the nothingness, the nowhere and the dark.”

In the Hermopolitan theogony these were to be differentiated to
assume the shape of Eight Genii of the Deep, four male, four female, who
formed the primeval Egg of the universe from which emerged the Solar Deity.
We should never take these archetypal images literally as most people do. The
egg is both symbolic and representative of the universal egg-like forms from
which life issues, of the human aura, and of those states of existence,
unconscious, half-conscious, conscious, etc. (See SD 1:359 ff on the symbol of
the egg and p. 556 on the Golden Egg with its positive and negative poles.)
The Solar deity Re is the Word manifested as his hieroglyph implies, hence
LOGOS, hence the three symbols in one: Atum-Khepri-Re; Atum, the primal
mover, its becomings, its full manifestation as the Word radiating light. This
succinctly expressed the Egyptian idea of the manifested threefoldness of the
divine Principle of Life, subsequently represented by the trinities of Father-
Mother-Son in the theological centers — Heliopolis, Hermopolis, Memphis,
Thebes.

HELIOPOLITAN ENNEAD

The Heliopolitan cosmogony is of fundamental significance to any
understanding of Egyptian religion. Its gods enshrine in their symbols a host of
ideas, functions and secret doctrines. From Atum-Khepri-Re unfold Shu-
Tefnut, from these Nut (Sky) Geb (Earth) who give birth to Osiris and Isis, Seth
and Nephthys. Each of these couples has a son: Horus and Anubis.

Shu and Tefnut, or the “Divine Twins” often depicted as the “Double
Lion,” represent esoterically the expanding and the contracting forces of
manifestation which HPB calls “... the dual Force or power of the two solar
eyes, or the electro-positive and the electro-negative forces” (SD 1:673 fn.). For
HPB Shu is the “solar force,” she calls him “the god of creation” (SD I:75, fn).
However, he came into his own hegemony only during the Middle Kingdom



