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The United Lodge of Theosophists Tradition

ULT, as it is called, stems from the lineage of William Q. Judge. It
was founded by Robert Crosbie and others in 1909 as an independent
association to study the teachings. The word “association” is used here
deliberately as participants of ULT are called “Associates” implying all are
gathered together to study and work for Theosophy. The approach is not to
stand in the way of the original teachings with officers, by-laws or organization.
For public presentations the names of the speakers are not given nor are
current authors’ names used in written materials.

It is a mistake to view ULT as having no organization at all. Lodges,
although independent, often have a business arm connected which does have
officers and by-laws. In Los Angeles this is called Theosophy Company and it
is a non-profit fiduciary body. It is seen as a supplementary for paying bills,
maintaining property, publishing, and taking care of all matters of this type. The
study classes, public presentations and all else related to the teachings are
considered as activities of United Lodge of Theosophists. It is their position
that the original teachings of H. P. Blavatsky’s and William Q. Judge’s are what
is important and nothing should get in the way of this.

In the many years following the passing of H. P. B., thousands of
‘changes and corrections” had been made to the original writings of H. P. B.
and Mr. Judge. Such deletions and additions were the product of prominent
“post H. P. B.” Theosophists. It was difficult for many to find the original
teachings as they were not available in print. This became part of the work for
ULT. Some of the associates were able to locate the original plates and
photographic facsimiles of the original publications. Although these
publications are now widely available, in the early part of the twentieth century,
they were not. The work of the associates was important. Robert Crosbie did
not publish books of his own. After his death some of the students put together
many of his letters into a book entitled, The Friendly Philosopher which was
published in 1934 (4).

The vision Crosbie had for ULT can be found there. He writes,
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