1. She brought the cultures of East and West together. She, along
with earlier Theosophists, reminded the East of its spiritual heritage. Hinduism
and Buddhism were hardly recognized in India at the time of her writing.
Eastern ideas of karma and reincarnation were almost nonexistent in the West.
Interestingly, cremation, in the United States, was first done by Theosophists.

2. Blavatsky brought in the New Age to the West. Quoting from The
New Age Encyclopedia: "No single organization or movement has contributed
so many components to the New Age Movement as the Theosophical Society.
... It has been the major force in the dissemination of occult literature in the
West in the twentieth century” (1). The above is ably described in the
wonderful article, “The Secret Doctrine as a contribution to World Thought” (2).

3. She was prescient in modern physics and in other sciences.
Perhaps this is one of the reasons a man such as Albert Einstein suggested to
Warner Heisenberg that he read The Secret Doctrine (3). Blavatsky spoke of
Universes rather than a Universe. Her statements on the infinite divisibility of
the atom have the resonance of modern times.

The criticism often given in writing on differences of Theosophical
traditions is that the focus is on organizational structure and personalities
rather than the teachings. The critique could easily have application to what is
found here. We maintain that all Theosophical traditions come from and are
based on the writings of H .P. Blavatsky. This is the similarity of all traditions.
The organizations which arose after her death and developed their own
traditions were and are highly related the leaders of those organizations. We
intend to describe these developments and include some of the differences.
We are giving emphasis to each as a contribution. Criticisms of each tradition
exist in Theosophical literature. Maybe we can start a tradition with a positive
approach.

The Theosophical Society, Point Loma Tradition

After H. P. B.'s death, William Q. Judge, one of the original founders
of the Theosophical Society, carried on the work primarily in the United States.
Although his contributions were extraordinary, he too passed on only five years
after Blavatsky's death. Katherine Tingley became the leader of this tradition.
She consolidated most of the activity in Point Loma, California which became



