the selfless deeds of valor which have helped the race to mount the thorny
road of spiritual unfoldment and material growth; all the visions of the future
which, from time to time, became the present, and gradually receded into the
past, while greater visions rose upon the distant horizons of our hopes,
beckoning us to come up higher ... Out of that ageless dream of human
perfectibility and global consciousness came the mighty thoughts which have
shaped the new forms of civilization, and gave impetus to men and women to
attempt the seeming impossible, and to scale new heights of achievement ...
Out of it will come other thoughts, yet mightier and nobler, which will sustain
the coming generations in their struggle for a world of enduring peace and
good-will among men ...

We enter through the mystic Portals of Januarius with hope undimmed. We
see the old and venerable god Janus, with his two faces, one turned towards
the past, and the other towards the future, to which he holds the key. Many
doors did he open in the past, now lost in the night of time; many other doors
will he open into the un-dreamt possibilities of the future, and the ever-
widening vistas of coming centuries.

It is precisely when the heavy clouds of human passions rise again from the
depths of our as yet largely imperfect nature, that the time is auspicious to re-
assert our noblest ideals, to take firm resolutions to work for the upliftment of
the race, to impress upon our plastic minds thoughts of perpetual growth,
endless improvement, unending change along the spiral course of evolution; it
is just when ideals are trampled, and heroic deeds are denied or laughed at,
that it is of paramount need for true men and women to proclaim the enduring
strength of these ideals and the lasting value of noble action, backed by strong
and lofty thoughts.

Herein lies the essential purpose and value of the modern Theosophical
Movement. It is a granary of ideas intended to impregnate the fertile soil of a
new cycle of thought, and its votaries are pioneers of the spirit, whose life is
dedicated to the liberation of the human race from the shackles of the senses
and the dominion of material interests. Others have done it in ages past, and
still others will follow the present workers when these have gone to their
temporary rest. It is a work of ages. It requires men and women of vision, to
whom personal concerns of praise, well-being, recognition and reward are of
very small value if any, and whose heart and mind are astir with the echo of a



